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money found along our border was not 
American money; it was money from 
the Middle East. A Sudanese dinar was 
found not too long ago along the 
Texas-Mexico border. 

This type of money is a whole lot 
more dangerous because it brings with 
it someone carrying this money. 
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Someone that came into the United 

States obviously illegally from the na-
tion of Mexico. The Sudanese dinar was 
discovered on our border, a clue that 
could have been easily lost among the 
trash trails illegal invaders from 
around the world leave behind. 

But unlike most, the person carrying 
that dinar may not dream of a better 
life in the United States. He probably 
didn’t come to the United States look-
ing for work. He could covet death and 
a whole lot of it. 

The threat of illegals infiltrating 
America is not just a threat to our eco-
nomic security, it is a threat to our na-
tional security. 

Now, so many OTMs, in the 
vernacular, Other Than Mexico, are 
coming into the United States, espe-
cially into Texas the, terrorist threat 
increases. These people come from all 
over the world. They come from China, 
they come from Korea, they come from 
the Middle East. They come from Afri-
ca, they come from South America and 
they come from Europe. 

During recent national security hear-
ings, clear and convincing evidence was 
released showing that the dark and 
deadly underground, created and thriv-
ing on human trafficking and on drug 
smuggling, is now diversifying into ter-
rorism. Reports indicate that al Qaeda 
operatives have moved to Mexico, have 
assimilated into the population, have 
learned Spanish, and they are studying 
the culture and they are posing as 
Mexican workers. They create an illu-
sion, then they wait, make their way 
to America. All the while, the hatred 
in their hearts is anything but phony. 
They know illegal entry allows them to 
live here and remain untraceable. It is 
the very freedom that they want to de-
stroy. They will use that against us to 
infiltrate and weaken our Nation. 

For almost 5 years now, Mr. Speaker, 
we have been hunkering down, our eyes 
really turned north to Canada, the 
country that has long been touted by 
some as the de facto entry point for 
illegals. All the way terrorists could 
easily be sneaking through our back 
door, the southern border into the 
United States. They could pose as a 
day laborer, a blue collar worker, mov-
ing, then plotting undetected in the 
shadowy night and the broad daylight, 
among the people willing to break laws 
to earn money to send home. 

These are people who are willing to 
break into our country, our country. 
These are criminals who are bent on 
evil with hearts full of malice and mis-
chief. They act in the name of radi-
calism and destruction and hatred. 

Mr. Speaker, we may have terrorists 
living among us. You have heard the 

phrase, ‘‘It’s not if, but when.’’ Failure 
to protect our borders, failure to pre-
vent OTMs from entering the United 
States puts America at risk. 

Then continuing this absolute absurd 
policy of capturing these OTMs from 
other countries and then telling them, 
on their oath, they need to come back 
to court for their deportation hearing, 
is absurd. We are not shocked that over 
90 percent of them never return, but 
yet they are released into the heart-
land of the United States. 

This nonsense needs to stop. We need 
to find places for those who have de-
cided to enter our country illegally, 
hold them and detain them until they 
get quick deportation hearings, then 
send them home where they belong. 

The duty of our government is to 
protect the citizens of this Nation. We 
protect the borders of other countries. 
We need to protect our own border. 
Border security is a national security 
issue. And we must have the moral will 
to protect the dignity and sovereignty 
of this Nation. And that’s just the way 
it is. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, we 
are hearing once again that there are 
rumors going around that in January, 
when we come back and there is a new 
Congress, depending on who is in con-
trol, that we are going to be looking at 
privatizing Social Security again. We 
understand that the Republican Party 
wants to make it their top priority. 
The American people have already said 
‘‘no’’ to this shortsighted plan. The 
money and trust fund belongs to the 
people who put it there, and they are 
entitled to guaranteed benefits. They 
don’t want to use this money to gam-
ble on the risky stock market. 

Those in favor of the Republican plan 
say that privatizing is the only way to 
save Social Security. Granted, the fact 
that people are growing older does 
mean Social Security needs to be 
strengthened. But in reality, Social Se-
curity can be saved with small 
changes, and we have time to make 
sure we do it right. 

As it stands today, the Social Secu-
rity trust fund will begin taking in less 
in payroll taxes than it pays out in 
benefits in 2018. That is 12 years from 
now. But even if Congress doesn’t act, 
the Social Security surplus won’t be 
exhausted until the year 2040. That is 
34 years from today. And the worst 
case scenario is that 74 percent of bene-
fits would still be paid. 

If the Republican plan is enacted 
next year, they won’t be able to guar-
antee benefits in 2008, let alone 2040. 

In addition, these projections are 
based on an anticipated lower rate of 
productivity and economic growth 
than the U.S. has experienced during 
the last 20 years. If the U.S. maintains 

its current economic growth or grows 
at a faster rate, the trust fund surplus 
will expire at a later date. 

While I believe Congress needs to act 
soon, we don’t need to do it in haste. 
Instead of radically changing our re-
tirement safety net, we should follow 
the lead of former President Reagan. In 
1983, President Reagan appointed a 
commission headed by Alan Greenspan 
and saved Social Security for the next 
60 years. 

I urge President Bush to put aside his 
dreams of privatizing and do the same. 
Many Republicans won’t want to hear 
this, but President Reagan’s commis-
sion raised payroll taxes to save Social 
Security. But I believe we can come up 
with a better solution today. There is a 
middle ground between raising taxes 
and privatizing. Let’s put our experts 
to work on finding this middle ground 
and creating a stronger Social Secu-
rity. 

Everybody accepts that Congress 
needs to act to strengthen Social Secu-
rity for the next generation of seniors. 
But any plan that cuts guaranteed ben-
efits is a nonstarter. It is a nonstarter 
because the centerpiece of the Repub-
lican plan, to privatize portions of So-
cial Security does nothing to address 
the program’s long-term challenge, 
which is to make sure Social Security 
can pay full benefits for future genera-
tions. 

Privatizing means less money going 
into the Social Security trust fund. 
The President’s plan means fewer bene-
fits for more retirees. The President 
has yet to disclose how he would pay 
for this plan. Conservative estimates 
price the plan at over $2 trillion, driv-
ing the country deeper into debt and 
burdening future generations with the 
bill. 

With our current national debt, a 
multitrillion dollar expenditure would 
almost certainly rely on selling bonds 
to foreign countries for financing. I am 
not comfortable with China, Japan and 
the European Union controlling the 
purse strings of our retirement bene-
fits, and neither are the American peo-
ple. 

We should encourage individuals to 
invest money for retirement, but this 
should be done outside of Social Secu-
rity. Social Security was never in-
tended as the only source of income for 
retirees. It was designed as a safety net 
to ensure no retiree or disabled person 
falls into poverty. We simply cannot 
bet the future of Social Security on a 
risky privatizing scheme. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s not make a hasty 
decision on Social Security that we 
will live to regret. People have to un-
derstand that Social Security is a life-
line for so many of our seniors. When 
we look at today, the people that are 
working at minimum wage, when we 
look where we see pensions not really 
being there for the American people, 
we need to certainly make sure that 
Social Security is there. Widows with 
children, it is the difference between 
being able to stay in their home, feed 
their children or becoming homeless. 
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People say, well, if we privatize, it 

will save the government money. In 
the long run, I honestly don’t believe it 
will. I have too many friends, women 
friends that have been married or wid-
owed, that never had to work. Now 
they find themselves with nothing but 
their Social Security. And it is not 
even enough to live on, especially in 
New York. 

We must save Social Security. 
f 

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT 
AUTISM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to a disease 
that has a profound impact on those 
that it afflicts. Autism, Mr. Speaker, is 
a bioneurological developmental dis-
ability that generally appears before 
the age of 3. Autism impacts the nor-
mal development of the brain in the 
areas of social interaction, commu-
nication skills and cognitive function. 
Individuals with autism typically have 
difficulties communicating and inter-
acting with others and often engage in 
repetitive behaviors. 

I spoke on this floor recently about 
how people with autism are affected by 
this disease, and the early warning 
signs of autism that parents should 
watch for as their infants become tod-
dlers. Today, I want to share with our 
colleagues the impact that autism has 
on the families of those that it affects 
and the struggles parents must endure 
to raise children with autism. 

During a recent district work period, 
I met several of my constituents, in-
cluding Howard and Jonica Chittum, 
and their wonderful son, Mac, who is 
autistic. They shared with me the emo-
tional and financial challenges of hav-
ing a child with autism. 

The Chittums told me how Mac needs 
intensive speech and occupational 
therapy, services for which Medicaid 
partially pays, but that their health in-
surance does not. They talked of their 
excitement when Mac makes progress 
and of their disappointment when he 
struggles. The Chittums are fortunate 
in that they somehow have found time 
to work and care for Mac. 

They also have managed to pay for 
more intensive therapy for Mac, which 
has helped him make significant 
progress in a relatively short time. I 
was pleased to learn that Mac’s lan-
guage skills are now on age level. His 
eye contact has improved, and he is 
showing more interest in other people. 

Some people, however, Mr. Speaker, 
are not as fortunate as the Chittums. I 
also met with Monica Bice, whose 
daughter, Jade, has autism, over the 
district work period. Monica, who met 
Jonica through a support group for 
parents of children with autism, wants 
desperately to provide Jade with the 
intensive therapy she needs, but simply 
cannot afford. And Jonica said, ‘‘It’s 
just not fair.’’ 

I think this is an unconscionable sit-
uation that we must remedy, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I am pleased to have cosponsored leg-
islation our colleague from California, 
Mrs. BONO, has introduced to encourage 
screening, early intervention and edu-
cation about autism. This bill, the 
Combating Autism Act, would 
strengthen and coordinate all Federal 
activities related to autism research, 
diagnosis, screening and treatment. 

I think it also is important for par-
ents to know that they are not alone 
when trying to raise a child with au-
tism. There are a multitude of na-
tional, State and local organizations 
such as Aware for Autism, a support 
group for parents of children with au-
tism, which Monica started. I encour-
age anyone who has a child with au-
tism to seek assistance from those who 
are facing the same challenges that 
they are. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe we can and 
should do more to raise awareness 
about autism and encourage its preven-
tion, treatment, and hopefully some 
day soon, its cure. I urge our col-
leagues to support the Combating Au-
tism Act and give hope to people with 
autism and their families and friends. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TRAGEDY IN INDIA 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the 
House for 5 minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Wash-
ington is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, it is 

with profound sorrow that I rise to ex-
tend my deepest regrets to Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh and the people 
of India over today’s deadly attack. 

Often on this floor we become very 
centered in our own events and don’t 
notice what is happening in the rest of 
the world. I have traveled many times 
to India. I have enjoyed the company of 
the Prime Minister. He is a good man 
and a great leader, and I know that In-
dia’s best defense in this time of grave 
trouble is to be led by a man of bound-
less integrity. 

As I speak, far more is unknown than 
is known about this cowardly act of vi-
olence, which occurred today in 
Mumbai. There is little doubt, how-
ever, that the atrocity was carried out 
by people who worship hatred, because 
there is no religion on Earth that con-
dones the killing and maiming of inno-
cent people. 

I recall the words of the great Indian 
leader, Gandhi, who wrote, ‘‘The most 
heinous and the most cruel crimes of 

which history has record have been 
committed under the cover of religion 
and equally noble motives.’’ 

Before long, I have little doubt that 
those responsible will hide behind one 
of the world’s great religions to claim 
sanctuary for their violence. The world 
must not be fooled into accepting their 
claim. 

In the words of Gandhi, ‘‘Permanent 
good can never be the outcome of un-
truth and violence.’’ Weaving a web of 
lies cannot conceal this one single 
thread of truth. There is no religion on 
the planet, not Christianity, not Bud-
dhism, not Islam, or all the others, 
that preaches or condones hatred. 

b 1600 
None do. And only the perversion of a 

great religious ideal and great histor-
ical figures would pretend otherwise. 
That is done to try to spread more vio-
lence. 

An atrocity like the one that oc-
curred today in India is done by ex-
tremists who are hollow inside. Vio-
lence is what they espouse because hu-
manity is what they do not possess. 
Gandhi said about this violence: ‘‘The 
roots of violence: wealth without work, 
pleasure without conscience, knowl-
edge without character, commerce 
without morality, science without hu-
manity, worship without sacrifice, and 
politics without principles.’’ 

The world is filled with problems. No 
nation is immune. Yet today’s bombs 
and the bullets and the bloodshed will 
not move the world one step closer to 
peace. We cannot shoot our way to 
peace. Those willing to ambush the in-
nocent are not trying to change the 
world, but they are trying to destroy 
it. 

The world needs people willing to 
change the world. Change it to produce 
a blue sky morning, not a world in 
mourning. Gandhi said: ‘‘The difference 
between what we do and what we are 
capable of doing would suffice to solve 
most of the world’s problems.’’ 

Poverty is a scourge of millions in 
Africa, and it is not lessened by one 
single dime by today’s violence. The 
spread of HIV/AIDS that is infecting 
Africa and now India, millions across 
India, will not be stopped by the blast 
of a bomb. 

India is a great nation, and the noble 
spirit of its people will overcome to-
day’s heartbreak. The bonds between 
India and the United States go much 
deeper than the democracy that we 
both practice as nations. The personal 
roots in my hometown of Seattle are 
deep and strong, and I know we all 
mourn this terrible loss. We proudly 
collaborate on so many levels, from 
trade and economic ties to cultural and 
charitable exchanges. We have grown 
close, and the people of Seattle would 
want me to extend to the people of 
India our deepest sympathies over this 
senseless tragedy. I am sure this is true 
across America. 

The truth is wanton violence meant 
to divide the world can unite it, in sad-
ness today but, to be sure, in strength 
tomorrow. 
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